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Disastrous DRIVING THE FUTURE 


fires spark 


sp: Robot vehicles spur 
Sco major shift in jobs 


Growing regions seek = => = 
ways to reduce threat : 


By Kurtis Alexander 


This year’s wildfire season, still on the 
move in Southern California, is one for 
the record books. 

Federal firefighting costs soared toa 

new high. The night- 
» Southern marish Wine Country 


California: blazes leveled more 

Crews brace than 5,000 homes and 

for return of killed 44 people. And 

Santa Ana two weeks before 

winds. A15 Christmas, when fire SSNS 
danger is typically ete 3) 


oo 


gone, flames continue to eat through the 
outskirts of Los Angeles and San Diego, 
chasing tens of thousands from their 
homes and threatening the cushy estates 
of Elon Musk and Jennifer Aniston. 
Cities and towns watching the on- 
slaught are grasping for ways — large 
and small — to avoid becoming the next 
Blazes continues on A14 
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Photos by Santiago Mejia / The Chronicle 
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Steinle case 
stirs bitter 
memories 
for family 


By Vivian Ho 


For professional drivers, 
end of the road looms. 
For others, uncertainty. 


By Carolyn Said 


Barreling through California’s Central Valley, 
his big rig’s 48-foot refrigerated trailer loaded with 
lettuce, peppers and tomatoes, Brett Goodroad 
acknowledged that he’s probably among the last 
generation of long-distance truckers. 

At 38, he has been driving trucks since he was a 
teenager working on summer harvest crews in 
North Dakota. With a master’s degree in fine arts 
anda penchant for listening to classic books on the 
road, he doesn’t fit the standard trucker profile. 


Before the Steinles, there were the 
Bolognas. On a cool summer day in 
2008, the San Francisco family was 
torn apart by a senseless act that thrust 
the city and its immigration policies 
into the national spotlight. 

A little more than seven years before 


Kate Steinle was fatally shot on Pier 14, Long-haul trucker Brett Goodroad, top and above, drives for But the aptly named Goodroad, who has put in 
Danielle Bologna lost her husband and Veritable Vegetable, making deliveries along his five-day route more than a decade driving for Veritable Vegetable, 
two of her sons in a mistaken-identity from San Francisco to New Mexico and back in his big rig. an organic produce distributor, is an eloquent 
gang hit by an MS-13 member who had spokesman for his millions of comrades now trav- 


been shielded from deportation twice ` eling America’s highways. 
by city juvenile justice officials relying Read more online “The end ofour species is coming — it sounds 
on San Francisco’s sanctuary laws. >> See continuing Chronicle coverage of self-driving vehicles: like it should bea country song,” he said as he fin- 
The cases ended differently, with the www.sfchronicle.com/drivingthefuture Autonomy continues on A18 
MS-13 killer sent to prison for life and 
Killings continues on A17 


Finally, Hinckle’s final chapter 
— gonzo book years in making 


By Sam Whiting Ron ceed literal and final as this, but it 
er, 77, in the was a race nonetheless. The 


Weather C14 


As Warren Hinckle lay dy- office of his print-ready file was loaded 
; A è Last Gasp p 
ing, his latest corrections to a Publishi onto a flash drive at 1:30 a.m. 
i f writing he’d been ee Aug. 25, 2016. At 5:37 that 
eae: on Monday fein ` i = 


working on for 10 or 11 years morning, the larger-than-life, 


will release 


were being typeset for delivery | Warren hard-drinking muckraker with ———" 
to his publisher, appropriately | pyinckle’s the trademark eye patch O 
named Last Gasp. last book, slipped away. ——— 

Hinckle, the longtime San “Who Kil- Sixteen months later, “Who = 
Francisco journalist and au- led Hunter Killed Hunter S. Thompson?” _— 
thor, was never one to priori- S. Thomp- will hit the stands for Christ- E 
tize deadlines, even one as son?” Hinckle continues on A12 ~ 
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